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Abstract Focusing on peers within cooperative groups in high school classes,
considering their seats arrangement and their individual psychological features, we estimate

peer effect reflected in cooperative groups’ academic performances. We find that under the
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tracking system. peer effect in elite classes with outstanding peers are significantly negative,
while peers in ordinary classes shows an insignificant peer effect. This is partly because the
bottom students in elite classes are negatively influenced by peers, while the top students in
ordinary classes are positively influenced, although the latter performed worse than the
former in entrance exams.
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